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The fact that both Russia and England were linked to France—the former by the alliance of 1897 and the latter by the entente cordiale of 1904—worked for the establishment of friendly cooperation between St. Petersburg and London. There was still, no doubt, much anti-Russian feeling in England, and the excesses of the Russian revolution of 1905, the Jewish pogroms, and the treatment meted out to the State Duma, were repugnant to British leaders and to public opinion. London, however, was even more directly disturbed by the provocative gestures coming from Berlin, by Germany's apparent determination to win for herself a place in the colonial sun, and by her challenge to English naval supremacy. Ideological scruples are seldom permitted to stand in the way of what are deemed to be exigencies of Realpolitik. King Edward VII, Sir Edward Grey (afterwards Lord Grey of Fallo-don), who became foreign secretary in December, 1905, Lord Morley, secretary of state for India, and Sir Charles Hardinge, former ambassador to St. Petersburg and since the autumn of 1905 permanent undersecretary at the foreign office, were advocates of an understanding with Russia. In April, 1906, British bankers participated, for the first time since the Crimean War, in the floating of a Russian international loan. In March, 1907, the Russian fleet visited Portsmouth and was the object of flattering marks of attention from both the general public and the British government.
The foundation of the future entente appeared to have been laid in Copenhagen in the course of an interview between King Edward and Izvolsky, Russian minister to Denmark from 1903 to 1905. Official conversations, conducted by Izvolsky and the British ambassador Sir Arthur Nicolson (afterwards Lord Carnock), began in June, 1906, and lasted for fifteen months. Izvolsky took the precaution of consulting von Biilow, and secured his assurance that Germany would not object to the proposed Anglo-Russian agreement, provided it did not affect her own interests. The convention signed by Izvolsky and Nicolson on August 31, 1907, NJS^ defined the policies and delimited the spheres of influence of the signatory Powers in Persia, Tibet, and Afghanistan. The agreement on Persia amounted to a de facto partition of the country (which, of course, was not consulted), although the preamble contained the customary sanctimonious reference to the preservation of Persian integrity and independence. Ostensibly a purely Asiatic settlement, the Anglo-Russian convention nevertheless, by attempting to remove major causes of friction between Russia and

